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Mrs. Fermor.
[A.D. 1775.
' Oct. 15. Sunday. At Choisi, a royal palace on the banks of the Seine, about 7 m. from Paris.—The terrace noble along the river. —The rooms numerous and grand, but not discriminated from other palaces.—The chapel beautiful, but small.—China globes. —Inlaid tables.—Labyrinth.—Sinking table '.—Toilet tables.
'Oct. 16. Monday. The Palais Royal very grand, large, and lofty.—A very great collection of pictures.—Three of Raphael.— Two Holy Family.—One small piece of M. Angelo.—One room of Rubens.—I thought the pictures of Raphael fine".
1 The Thuilleries.—Statues.—Venus.—^En. and Anchises in his arms.—Nilus.—Many more. The walks not open to mean persons.— Chairs at night hired for two sous apiece.—Pont tour-nants.
' Austin Nuns. — Grate. — Mrs. Fermor, Abbess \ — She knew
Pope, and thought him disagreeable.—Mrs.------has many books 6;
—has seen life.—Their frontlet disagreeable.—Their hood.—Their life easy.—Rise about five; hour and half in chapel.—Dine at ten. —Another hour and half at chapel; half an hour about three, and half an hour more at seven :—four hours in chapel.—A large garden.—Thirteen pensioners °.—Teacher complained.
1 A round table, the centre of which descended by machinery to a lower floor, so that supper might be served without the presence of servants. It was invented by Lewis XV. during the favour of Madame du Barri. CROKER.
a See ante, i. 421, note.
3  Before the Revolution the passage from the garden of the Tuileries into the Place Louis XV. was over &pont toitrnant.   CROKER.
4  The niece of Arabella Fermor, the Belinda of the Rape of the Lock.   Johnson thus mentions this lady ( Works, viii. 246):—' At Paris, a few years ago, a niece of Mrs. Fermor, who presided in an English convent, mentioned Pope's works with very little gratitude, rather as an insult than an honour.'   She is no doubt the Lady Abbess mentioned post, March 15, 1776.   She told Mrs. Piozzi in 1784'that she believed there was but little comfort to be found in a house that harboured poets; for that she remembered Mr. Pope's praise made her aunt very troublesome and conceited, while his numberless caprices would have employed ten servants to wait on him.'   Piozzi'§ Journey, i, 20.
B Mrs. Thrale wrote, on Sept. 18,1777 :—' When Mr. Thrale dismisses me, I am to take refuge among the Austin Nuns, and study Virgil with dear Miss Canning.' Piozzi Letters, i. 374.
0 Pensionnaires, pupils who boarded in the convent.
'Att'tich
